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From Pastor Greg’s Heart ~ From Fearing God to Thanksgiving 
 

Proverbs 1:7, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, 

but fools despise wisdom and instruction.” Proverbs 9:10, “The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.” (NIV 2011)  

God is doing some incredible things among us! In the month of September, we 

have seen new people come to our church because they are seeking God and seeking 

community in the body of Christ. People are hearing from God that it is better to fear 

Him than to fear this world. What a comfort for them to find grace, forgiveness of sin and 

security in Christ Jesus, and be loved by the Calvary Bible family.  

On Sunday, September 12th, we had a Prayer Sunday where we gathered around 

our church building to pray for unity and to listen to what God had to say about being 

glorified in our world, our lives, and our church. It was a breakthrough moment as many 

recorded words and thoughts from the LORD on prayer guide slips. God confirmed to 

us that He would take care of our church family. “Our church needed to be shaken to 

bring in new believers,” was one comment. It continued, “The people who are meant to 

be here will comeback.” Another note read, “There is no worry in worship, prayer, music 

and service.”  

We, as elders, are celebrating the fact that God will bring growth to our church 

supernaturally through the salvation of the lost and organically in the spiritual growth of 

believers. The elders realize that this growth will come by His grace and through our 

partnership with Jesus in being faithful witnesses of the Gospel building one to one 

relationships with the purpose of making disciples. If you would like to be discipled in 

order to understand what it means to “fear the LORD and gain God’s wisdom and 

knowledge for your life in Christ Jesus” then contact an elder and we will connect you 

with a believer who can take you on this discipleship pathway. If you are interested in 

leading and/or having a small group in your home, please connect with us as well. We 

are grateful that indoor gatherings are allowed for up to 25 people.  

Will you join me in thanking God, in this coming season of Thanksgiving, for being 

the Holy One, Awesome, Faithful, and loving in His plan of salvation through His Son 

Jesus Christ? Will you join in thanksgiving for our church, our lives, and our world in this 

important time? Our LORD God Almighty is worthy of our praise, worship, and honour! 

As we focus on Him with grateful hearts, He will continue to provide all that we need in 

Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:19). Do you believe this? Give thanks! 

Sing with me, “Thank you O my Father for giving us your Son and leaving your 

Spirit till the work on Earth is done!” (There is a Redeemer by Melody Green popularized in 1977 by her 

late husband Keith Green).  

 

 

https://www.biblica.com/


Guiding Thoughts from the Associated Gospel of Churches National Board 

Please note: These are “guiding” thoughts for further discussion. Discussions of this nature 

took place at our last Elders and Stewards meeting. Your feedback is welcome. 

RESPONDING WITH LOVE & GRACE: VACCINES AND VACCINE PASSPORTS 
 

September 2021 
 

As we continue to walk through the pandemic environment and ongoing provincial changes that have 
the potential to affect how we function and re-gather in person, the words of the apostle Paul to the 
Ephesian church gives us direction on how we all need to respond in times like this. 
 

I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to which you 
have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience bearing with one another in love, 
eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Ephesians 4:1-3 (ESV) 
 

As vaccine and vaccine passport requirements arise in some service sectors and businesses, the question 
arises: What about Churches? Should churches require full vaccination or vaccine passport proof to 
attend services or functions within local churches even though at present churches are exempt? The 
AGC has been asked by several of our churches for some guiding thoughts in this area that would help in 
thinking through answers to these important questions. 
 

Ultimately, it is up to each individual church to ensure a safe and welcoming space for all that desire to 
come and hear the Gospel, participate in worship, be fed from the preaching of the Word, and serve in 
the ministry. 
 

Guiding Thoughts for Further Discussion 
 

The following thoughts are intended as discussion points to help guide AGC churches as they strive to 
answer important questions being asked and to continue to be an effective witness in the community 
God has placed them. 
 

Consider the example of the Lord Jesus who ministered personally to those with some of the 
most communicable diseases of his time (leprosy) and prevented no one from coming to him to 
hear the good news of the Gospel. The example of the early church and the church throughout 
history who often served, at their own peril, and ministered to others in times of national 
pandemic, plague, and other disasters. 
 

Vaccinations have always been a personal and private choice. Proof of vaccination or vaccine 
passports should not be required for attendance, participation, and service in the ministry of a 
local church given governmental exemption. Churches historically have not asked people 
whether they are sick upon entering, have they had the flu shot or any other qualifying health 
question pertaining to admittance to services. Should that exemption be removed, each church 
must consider its response. 
 

This issue should not become the dividing line creating division and disunity among 
congregations in which fellow believers are separated, segregated in different seating areas or 
in any way made to feel shame for their personal choices regarding vaccines. 
 

At this point evolving research states that while vaccines may lower the risk of transmission and 
severe illness, they do not eliminate the risk. A fully vaccinated person can still carry and 
transmit the COVID virus. The most effective way to keep our community gatherings safe is by 
having and following a COVID-19 Safety Plan (use of masks and physical distancing where 
appropriate, availability of hand sanitizers, cleaning protocol, etc.). Understandably, credible 
information regarding the pandemic and vaccines is evolving. All churches should practice good 
due diligence in protecting all adherents that visit or participate in church services and events. 

 

People have the freedom and right to determine the level of risk they choose to live with. There 
are risks in taking the vaccines, and there are risks not taking the vaccines. There is the need to 



respect people’s individual choices on their approach to risk management. 


God’s great desire and plan for his people is to live together in unity through loving, humble, 
mutual submission. There needs to be respect for one another’s unique view on vaccines, and 
not engage in divisive debate. Choosing to receive or reject the vaccine is a personal and private 
decision. 



Christian community should not be based on our common view on vaccines, but rather on our 
common view of Christ, and our desire to know, love, serve and proclaim Him. Vaccination 
status should not be the basis for Christian gatherings in the church. Christian unity should not 
be based on our position on vaccines, but on our position in Christ. 

Comments can be sent to calvarysmithsfalls@gmail.com and/or admin@agcofcanada.com 

You can also send an email to our Premier Doug Ford at Premier.Correspondence@ontario.ca 

 

Highlights from our last Elders and Stewards Meeting, September 20, 21 

1) Administration – Kendall Loewen 

 $14k transferred from current to Missions fund. 

 Kendall predicts that our actual expenses for 2021 will be $164k. We have $174k 

– cash on hand.  
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2) Building and Property – Phil Hogan 

 The elevator has passed inspection by TSSA and is now in operation. Praise 

God! Those trained to assist people with the elevator are: Phil, Malcolm, Rod 

Conoley, Lynda and Greg. 

 HVAC system will need to be updated soon possibly in 2022/2023.  

 Thanks to Phil & Marten Doornekamp for sweeping the parking lot. 

3) Care and Body Life – Vacant Steward 

 Melanie Coker has stepped down from her steward position effective 

immediately. It was not an easy decision. She wants to devote her time in 

supporting her husband Chris as an elder and in caring for her new foster child.  

 Mel will continue with the prayer chain. 

 Thank you, Melanie, for your faithful in this position of service since 2017. We 

really appreciated your heart of compassion in this ministry.  

 Prayer is needed for her replacement. 

4) Children’s Ministries - Kelly Reynolds and Heidi Wills 

 Plan to Protect training is being done online.  

 Peggy Roy is the Cubbies Director for Awana Clubs. Cheryl Shepherd is the 

Director for Sparks, and Sarah Woodall is the Director for Truth and Training. 

Awana registration night is September 29 at 6:30 p.m. 

 Preschoolers (ages 2 and 3) will be separate from Kid’s Church downstairs. They 

will have their own sign-in. Peggy Roy will run this with an alternate teacher. 

 Nursery is for breastfeeding mothers. They are responsible for their own clean 

up. 

 Prayer point for a possible Christmas Children’s play. 

5) Discipleship – the Elders 

 An invitation to start small groups was given on Sunday, September 26. All those 

interested in leading or hosting a small group are to contact one of the elders. 

Mike Roy chair (613) 853-4336, Kevin Hannah (613) 297-3161, Chris Coker 

(613) 285-8102 or Pastor Greg (613) 283-6474 

 Once small group leaders have been assembled information will be forthcoming 

to the congregation about possible groups that will be open to those interested in 

attending. 

 If you want to be discipled, please call one of the elders above. 

6) Missions & Outreach – Vacant Steward 

 Mike Roy will act as interim steward. The members of the Mission & Outreach 

Committee include Dan Shepherd, Jordi Wills and Jim Ferrier. 

7) Worship – Bethany Hannah 

 Nothing new to report. 

 



8) Youth – Dan Noel 

 Youth Group is underway Thursday Nights. They are studying through the gospel 

of John. There are about 19 youth attending. Dan is grateful for the wonderful 

leadership team he is working with. 

 

Bits and Bites: 

1) Pastor Greg and Marion will be gone for the Thanksgiving weekend. They will be 

attending a family wedding in the US. Pray for the final plans to come together. 

2) Anne Ryan and Rodney Conoley will be married on Thursday, October 7th.  

 

Prayer Corner 

1) Pray for our Awana Clubs to be safe and effective in introducing children to Jesus 

and to train them to serve Him. Pray also for our Kid’s Church and Youth Group to do 

the same.  

2) Praise God for Francine Hill’s successful cancer surgery. The cancer was removed.  

Pray for her follow-up appointments and continued blood work (treatment) to ensure 

the cancer will not come back.  

3) Pray for Georgina’s strengthening and healing after her second knee replacement. 

Pray for good mobility and range of motion in the exercises she is doing. 

4) Pray for these ladies who need a continued healing touch from God – Dianna 

Robertson, Madeline Hawe, Cora Collison, Lorraine Lawerson and Sandy Boyd. 

5) Pray for our AGC president Bill Allan to recover well from his back surgery.  

6) Pray for the Prolife - Life Chain, prayer vigil with signs, this Sunday, October 3 at 

2p.m. at the corner of Abbott Street and Lombard Street in Smiths Falls. Pray for a 

ministry like First Place Options to have an influence in our town to save pregnancies 

and lead people to Jesus. 

7) Ask God to appoint two stewards to fill the vacancies in leadership over the Mission 

and Outreach Ministry and the Care and Body Life Ministry. 

8) Pray for the persecuted Church in our world especially in Iran, Afghanistan, China, 

Nigeria, South Sudan and in other intolerant nations where there is no freedom of 

religion. Pray for our nation to uphold our freedom of religion and for ground to be 

regained where there has been discrimination against us. Pray that the Church in 

Lanark County will see the lost saved.   

9) Pray about our first federal holiday on September 30th - Truth and Reconciliation Day. 

Ask the LORD to bring clean water and His Living water to our indigenous 

communities across our nation. Pray for the abuse of all children to stop across our 

nation. 


