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From Pastor Greg’s Heart ~ Wake Up! 

We read this incredible account of the disciples with Jesus in Mark 4:35-41, “That day 

when evening came, he said to his disciples, “Let us go over to the other side.” 36 

Leaving the crowd behind, they took him along, just as he was, in the boat. There were 

also other boats with him. 37 A furious squall came up, and the waves broke over the 

boat, so that it was nearly swamped. 38 Jesus was in the stern, sleeping on a cushion. 

The disciples woke him and said to him, “Teacher, don’t you care if we drown?” 39 He 

got up, rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!” Then the wind died 

down and it was completely calm. 40 He said to his disciples, “Why are you so afraid? 

Do you still have no faith?” 41 They were terrified and asked each other, “Who is this? 

Even the wind and the waves obey him!” 

I can relate to the disciples as a furious squall threatens our church. It’s not COVID that 

threatens us. It’s not the waves of cases that seem to break over us and restrict us in 

our freedoms. The storm that rages against us is our lack of faith. I can hear Jesus 

telling our church today, “Why are you so afraid? Do you still have no faith?”  

Fear is a big immobilizer of faith. It is so easy to look at the circumstances around us 

and be overwhelmed. We can easily choose fear because our daily news tells us of a 

possible fourth wave, more fires destroying forests, earthquakes, Christians being 

persecuted in Afghanistan, and a federal election of a secular federal government that 

no longer accepts the Christian worldview. It can be so easy to hit the panic button 

because we don’t see any relief in site. We can also go as far as believing that Jesus is 

asleep in these times.  

The real problem is that fear gets us to look at life through the gaze of an unbelieving 

media. We look at life with desperation instead of looking at life with the eyes of Him 

who gives us eternal life. Jesus told His disciples in John 16:33, “I have told you these 

things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take 

heart! I have overcome the world.” 

We have to believe that the Conqueror of death who rose from the grave will at just the 

right time stand up and speak to our times and say, “Quiet! Be still!” This is the hope 

and truth we have which will give us the courage to see these times through His eyes. 

Everything around us is temporary. Only the King of Eternity and what He says is that 

which matters and will last forever. We need Jesus to calm our fears. We need to have 

an unwavering faith that He will get us through these temporary times. It is time to see 

Him working around us and lead the desperate soul to Him with joy and confidence. Do 

you need that joy in Jesus in your heart today? Wake up your faith in Him! 



Bits and Bites: 

1) It’s time to come back to worship! We offer a worship service at 10 a.m. on 

Sundays with Kid’s Church for children ages 4 to grade 6. Currently, we still require 

masks and physically distancing, but glory to God we can sing, and we are getting 

closer to normalcy.  

2) God heard my call for people to be baptized. Two women named Mary and 

Amanda who attended our past evening services asked to be baptized. They were 

baptized in my pool on Saturday, August 14. Please pray for them as they will be 

discipled by Marion. If you would like to be baptized, please contact me or one of the 

elders and we can fill our tank and celebrate with you.  

3) Jean Tugnett has moved to a retirement home in Perth. She is living at Carolina 

Retirement Residence, 12 Alma St, Perth, ON K7H 2R7. We are thanking God that 

she has settled in well. 

4) Creation Ministries International is coming to our church on Sunday, 

September 26 in the morning service. Guest speaker Gus Olsthoorn will be 

speaking on “I Can See Clearly Now: Making Sense of the Creation/Evolution 

Question.” A table will be available to purchase books and DVDs.  

5) Jake’s books are for your taking! Jake and Ruth Giesbrecht have arrived safely to 

their son’s cottage in New Brunswick while they wait for their house to be moved on 

their property later this year. Jake has left behind a good part of his library of books 

which are on display in the fellowship hall at church. Please feel free to take some 

books home. 

 

Prayer Corner 

1) Praise God for the success of our “Totally Eighties” Vacation Bible School that was 

held the first week of this month.  

2) Pray for our Awana Clubs as Lynda Bourne assembles leaders and volunteers. Pray 

that we will be able to accommodate many children. Pray that more volunteers will 

come forward. 

3) Pray for these ladies who need a healing touch from God – Dianna Robertson, 

Georgina MacIntosh, Madeline Hawe, Cora Collison, and Sandy Boyd. 

4) Lorraine Lawrenson had a lumpectomy to remove cancer. Pray that she will recover 

well and that results will be favourable for containing and treating the cancer. 



5) Pray for Francine Hill as she has her lumpectomy scheduled for September 1. Pray 

for a successful surgery and the success of possible future treatments.  

6) Our AGC president Bill Allan recently had back surgery to relieve him of pain due to 

compressed discs. Pray that he will recover well at home and be able to return in 

serving the AGC.  

7) Pray for a future Prolife awareness campaign in Smiths Falls. More information will 

be coming soon. Pray for the organizers.   

8) Pray for Christ’s body in Afghanistan. Pray that the church will grow through 

impending persecution.  


